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The Northern 
NSW Sugar  
Industry.
Discover a career that’s hands on, future focussed,  
and full of opportunity.

From agriculture to IT, science to sales, engineering 
to research and development, admin to management. 
Wherever you want to go, there’s a pathway for you in 
the sugar industry. Your sweet future starts here.

At Sunshine Sugar you can be part of a team that 
grows, harvests, refines and delivers sugar across 
Australia and overseas. The sugar industry has been 
part of life in Northern NSW for over 150 years. It’s a 
major contributor to the local economy and a proud 
employer across a huge range of occupations.

Quick facts...

3 sugar mills and a refinery in NSW:  
Condong, Broadwater, Harwood.

Over 95% of our mills’ energy comes 
from bagasse – a carbon-neutral, 
renewable by-product of sugarcane.

First refined sugar producer in the 
world to be certified sustainable from 
paddock to product.
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Start Your Journey  
with Sunshine Sugar
From the Classroom to the Cane Field
You can start your career journey while you’re still in school.

Some ways to get involved:

Seek opportunities at a local 
sugarcane farm or mill.

Choose subjects in 
agriculture, engineering, 
automotive or business.

Take part in a course with 
hands-on experience.

School Work Placement TAFE CourseHSC VET Subjects

Maths and English help with everyday work tasks –  
communication and calculations are key on the job!TIP
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Apprenticeships & Traineeships
Apprenticeships usually run for 3–4 years and lead to qualified trade jobs. 
 
Traineeships can be 12–24 months and give you skills in admin, sales, operations, or logistics.

Sunshine Sugar offers paid, hands-on training in:

University Pathways
Thinking about uni? Many graduates find rewarding roles in research and agronomy, 
engineering and production, operations and leadership – all right here in regional NSW.

For roles including fitters, 
boilermakers, electricians 
or mechanics.

Researchers, 
agronomists, scientists, 
laboratory technicians.

For roles including 
planting, growing, 
harvesting and  
farm management.

Mechanical, civil or 
electrical engineers.

Moving product  
from farm to factory  
to warehouse  
to consumer.

Accountants, quality 
assurance, IT systems, 
purchasing and office and 
business management.

Support the smooth 
running of the milling  
and business operations.

Sales and account 
management, commodity 
trading, promotion, 
communication and 
marketing specialists.

Engineering

Agricultural 
Scientists

Farm 
Operations

Engineering

Transport and 
Logistics

Business, IT  
and Administration

Administration  
and Operations

Sales and 
Marketing
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Here’s some handy tips to take the first step:

Chat to your school about work placements.1

2

3

4

Explore traineeships and apprenticeships.

Visit us at a local careers expo or open day.

Scan below to access videos, real stories, and job info.

Still Not Sure Where to Start?
You can also get help through government-funded 

employment services like Job Services Australia.  
These providers help with resumes, interview tips,  

and connecting you with local jobs in the sugar industry.

Where will you grow?

sunshinesugar.com.au/sweetfutures

Scan to explore your path:

https://www.sunshinesugar.com.au/sweetfutures/?utm_source=flyer&utm_medium=qrcode&utm_campaign=youthcareersguide
https://www.sunshinesugar.com.au/sweetfutures/?utm_source=flyer&utm_medium=qrcode&utm_campaign=youthcareersguide
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Explore the Industry
Farming, Harvesting  
and Transport
It all starts on the farm. 
Planting, harvesting and transporting sugarcane  
all happens from July to November.

Raw Sugar Production
Once harvested, the sugarcane heads to the sugar 
mill. It’s crushed, clarified, boiled, crystalized and 
dried before heading to bulk storage.

•	 Machinery Operators

•	 Mill Production Managers

•	 Harvesting Contractors

•	 Electrical & Mechanical Tradespeople

•	 Plant & Machinery Maintenance

•	 Process Operators

•	 Farm Hands and Managers

•	 Planting Contractors

•	 Laboratory

•	 Safety & Environment Officers

Roles Include:

Roles Include:
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Commodity Trading: analyse market 
dynamics and negotiate and arrange sales 
through established marketplaces.

Consultancy: specialise in business strategy 
and provide expert advice and guidance to 
help  businesses make informed decisions, 
drive value, and achieve their goals.

Refined Sugar Production
At the refinery, the process of turning raw sugar into 
a food-grade white sugar happens. It is then packed 
and stored ready for the customer.

Business Operations
A lot goes on behind the scenes to when it  
comes to making sugar.

•	 Refinery Production Managers

•	 Business Managers

•	 Laboratory

•	 Finance & Legal

•	 Process Operators

•	 Packaging, Warehousing & Logistics

•	 Sustainability & Quality Officers

•	 Human Resources
•	 Sales & Marketing
•	 Purchasing

Related Fields
Agronomy: work with agricultural service 
providers providing advice and products 
to cane growers

Research & Development: work for a 
private or public organisation developing 
new and improved products, processes, 
and technologies.

Roles Include:

Roles Include:
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Jobs & Training 
Pathways
Here’s how you can level up – from your  
first certificate to a university degree.

Each level is a step toward more skills, more 
responsibility – and more career growth!

Higher Education
Bachelor’s Degree  

and Above

Research Scientist, Marketing Manager,  
Site Operations Manager, Engineer,  
Export Trader

Diploma and  
Advanced Diploma

Supervisory &  
Specialist Roles

Mill Accountant, Agribusiness Manager, 
Production Superintendent

Safety Officer, Farm Supervisor,  
Purchasing Officer, Electrical Supervisor

Cert IV
Skilled Trades & Techs

Electrician, Welder, Diesel Mechanic,  
Lab Assistant, Crop Protection Worker

Cert III
Skilled Trades & Techs

Farm Worker, Forklift Driver,  
Warehouse Assistant, Mill Labourer

Cert I-II
Entry Level
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Boost Your Skills
You can grow your career with extra skills in:

Start with a trade, move into leadership, or specialise in research.

Pathways are flexible

Skilled Trades

Workplace Safety

Mechanical Operation

Leadership Business & Tech

Including welding,  
electrical, fitting & turning.

Become a WHS Officer  
or Safety Trainer.

Including tractors, trucks, 
harvesters and forklifts.

Take on supervisor or  
team leader roles.

From data systems to  
HR and finance.
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Study pathways & VET  
in schools

Get Connected
Explore your next step with these helpful links:

Scan the QR codes to explore each site!

Sunshine Sugar

TAFE NSW

Canegrowers

Training Courses

Job Services Australia

Australian Sugar  
Milling Council

sunshinesugar.com.au

tafensw.edu.au

canegrowers.com.au

training.gov.au

jobsearch.gov.au

asmc.com.au

Learn more & apply

Learn about farming careers

Search industry courses

Youth job help

Industry information

http://sunshinesugar.com.au
http://tafensw.edu.au
http://canegrowers.com.au
http://training.gov.au
http://jobsearch.gov.au
http://asmc.com.au
http://sunshinesugar.com.au
http://tafensw.edu.au
http://canegrowers.com.au
http://training.gov.au
http://jobsearch.gov.au
http://asmc.com.au


sunshinesugar.com.au/sweetfutures

https://www.sunshinesugar.com.au/sweetfutures/?utm_source=flyer&utm_medium=qrcode&utm_campaign=youthcareersguide
http://sunshinesugar.com.au/sweetfutures
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